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An Open Letter

Dear Chaver,

We are happy to present to you a booklet containing the latest segment of the
Business Kollel Curriculum. Baruch Hashem we are receiving wonderful feedback from
many participants in the program about the relevance of the /imud to their day-to-day
lives.

We are pleased to offer the ability to partner with us by sponsoring our booklets in
memory of a relative or friend. Corporate sponsorships are also available, an option
which can bring significant nationwide publicity to your business.

Please contact us at businesskollel@gmail.com for more information.

If you would like to host an evening aimed at increasing awareness of the
importance of learning business related / choshen mishpot halachos, please contact us for
assistance in co-ordinating the event.

With best regards,

The BKN Staff

www.businesskollel.com

businesskollel@gmail.com
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Instructions
on how to use this booklet
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1. In order to properly use this curriculum, one should have
the following sefer: a Shulchan Oruch Yoreh Deah (Simanim
247-259).

2. This booklet is not made to be subsitute for inside study of
the Shulchon Oruch, rather its intended use is to serve as an
aid when studied along with the text of the Shulchon Oruch.

3. Begin by learning each Si'if inside the Shulchon oruch. Then
proceed to the in-depth (“2°11°»7) segment presented for each
si'if which provides a running narration of the contemporary
discussions found in the Poskim. This segment is based on the
Sefer Zoreia Tzedakos by Harav David Cohen (This segment
forms the bulk of this PDF).

4. A great tool for summarization of the halachah with its
commentaries is the “Guide to Tzedaka” (by Rabbi Ari
Marburger) provided at the end of this booklet.

ok ok

Business Kollel Network warmly thanks the many organizations
and individuals who have contributed to the arrangement of
this booklet. Particularly Rabbi Ari Marburger, a foremost
authority on Choshen Mishpot today, who authored the “Guide
to Tzedaka” provided at the end of this booklet.

Special thanks to Rabbis Marburger, Yechiel Rothchild,
and Eliezer Cohen, our Senior Lecturers, for their invaluable
assistance in promoting the study of business halachah across
the globe.
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General Overview of the 2 - Year Curriculum

Year 1
Part 1: Elul Zman 5773

"TManagement Part 1 — The Laws of Timely Payments (Bal Tolin)
1N Ba nobn

Part 2-3:Winter Zman 5774

O Marketing Part 1 — Contracts and Commitments 1p» n1obm
m=lele)
IMarketing Part 2 — Sales and Pricing (Ona’ah) 7RI N1257

Part 3-4:Summer Zman 5774
JMarketing Part 3 — Disclosures (Mekach To us) NIPw npn N1
JMarketing Part 4 — Competition 7572577 5197 195217 5@ 1nIRD 799

Year 2
Part 5:Elul Zman 5774
[1Charity Distribution - 29585 qww») 7pPTX MDY

Part 6-7:Winter Zman 5775

1Management Part 2 — Employers and Employees (Schirus Poalim)
2°9Y18 MSWNISHT

"1General Business 1 — Damages & Borrowed Property (Nezikin,
Shomrim) R¥IANY 9211 NI1S55

Part 8:Summer Zman 5775
1 General Business Part 2 — Important Ribbis Concerns
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The Laws of Tzedaka

(Provided by the Bais Havaad L'Inyonei Mishpot)

Tzedaka 1s a Mitzva that is unique in the way that the Torah emphasizes its
importance.

The Torah promises that adhering to this Mitzva will bring great blessing in its
wake, and warns of severe consequences should the mitzva not be properly
observed. Chazal tell us (Tanna D’Vei Eliyahu zuta 1) that Tzedaka saves one in
this world, prolongs a person’s life, saves one from the judgment of the next
world, and causes him to merit the world to come.

Chazal tell us further (ibid), that the entire world stands on the merit of Tzedaka.
Perhaps we can understand this if we consider that the entire point of life is to be
an arena wherein a person can emulate his Creator. The act of Tzedaka, of
supporting another person who lacks the wherewithal to support himself, is an act
which causes a person to have the most powerful connection to his Creator, who
supports all of mankind.

The Vilna Gaon states that the entire reason that Hashem created the world in a
manner of unequal financial standing was only to enable mankind to fulfill the
mitzva of Tzedaka. Such an act gives purpose to the universe, thereby sustaining
it.

By delving into the Halachos of Tzedaka, we can raise our awareness of this
mitzva, and heighten our sensitivity to those of us that need the Tzedaka, thereby
improving both the amount that we donate, and the manner in which we do it.

THE AMOUNT ONE IS OBLIGATED TO GIVE

When the Shulchan Aruch dictates how much Tzedaka one must give, he makes
the following distinction:

If he can afford it, he should give according to the requirements of the poor. If he
cannot afford it, he should give up to one fifth of his possessions as the ideal
manner of fulfilling this Mitzva. One tenth is the average amount. Less than that is
the attitude of a miserly person.
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The Shulchan continues: The fifth that was mentioned, should be given in the
following manner: the first year one donates one fifth of all his assets.
Subsequently he should donate one fifth of his annual income.

Rem”a: One should not donate more than a fifth, to prevent his own need for
financial assistance. This applies only when one is living. At the time of one’s
death he is permitted to give as much as he wishes.

Aruch HaShulchan explains the Shulchan Aruch as meaning that one who can
afford to satisfy the entire needs of the local poor is required to do so, and when he
does so he has no further obligation of Tzedaka even if he has not given ma’aser.
If that is beyond his capacity, one should give ideally one fifth of their income; the
average person gives one tenth.

Under no circumstance should one give less than one third of a Shekel (to
Tzedaka) every year. If he gives less he has not properly fulfilles his requirement.

Ahavas Chesed (by the Chofetz Chaim) quotes an opinion, that one who can
comfortably afford to do so is obligated to give one fifth of his income to Tzedaka,
if there are people struggling to meet their basic necessities (e.g. minimal food,
clothing, and shelter).

GIVING MAASER KESAFIM

‘Ahavas Chesed: At the outset of fulfilling the Mitzva of Maaser Kesafim one
should tithe all of his financial assets (One may use that money for the purpose of
offering free loans; he does not need to give that money away). Thereafter, one
should tithe his subsequent income and give it to Tzedaka.

The Chofetz Chaim outlines the proper method of fulfilling Maaser Kesafim:

1. To stipulate prior to observing Maaser that he is not accepting to do so in the
manner of a binding Neder (vow).

2. To make a semi annual, or annual accounting of his net income (e.g. if he
sustained a loss during that period he may use it to offset a comparable gain) for
the purpose of separating one tenth of that amount for Maaser.

3. To keep a record of all Tzedaka expenditures throughout the year.

4. When he makes his semi annual (or annual) accounting, if he sees that his total
Tzedaka expenditure is less than one tenth of his net income, he should set aside
the remaining difference as Maaser.
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5. If he sees that his Tzedaka expenditure exceeded one tenth of his income he
may apply the excess amount toward the next cycle’s accounting. One may not
satisfy his tuition obligation for his sons with Maaser money. However to satisty
the obligation of other poor people is concidered a great Mitzva. One may use
Maaser funds to perform other not mandatory Mitzvos, especially if it will help a
Tzedaka organiztion or poor people. (Source # 11)

HaGaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky rules that one does not need to tithe the value of
an item that he received as a gift. However if he was given a monetary gift, even if
it was given in order to purchase a specific item, he must give maaser from those
funds.

Question: Can one provide goods or professional services to Tzedaka, instead of
actually giving maaser money? Answer: Yes. If he is giving merchandise, he can
calculate his outlay, plus 9/10 of his normal mark up. In the case of professional
services he can consider 9/10 of his normal fee. (1/10 he can’t consider because it
does not belong to him; it belongs to maaser)

PRECEDENCE IN DISBURSING TZEDAKA

Shulchan Aruch: ... The poor of his household precede the poor of his city. The
poor of his city take precedence over the poor of a different city. Those who live in
Eretz Yisroel precede those who live in Chutz L’Oretz.

Rem ”a: One’s own livelihood takes precedence over others. He is not obligated to
give Tzedaka unless he has enough for himself. Afterwards, his parents take
precedence; if they are needy, even to his own children. Afterward comes his
children, who precede his brothers. They (brothers) precede other relatives.

Relatives precede neighbors. Neighbors precede inhabitants of his city. Inhabitants
of his city take precedence over inhabitants of other cities.

One who is unable to afford it does not have an obligation to give one tenth of his
income to Tzedaka. However this only refers to someone who lives a very basic
lifestyle without luxury.

It is only appropriate to support one’s parents from his Tzedaka money if he would
otherwise be unable to do so.

The poor of his own city take precedence over the poor of Eretz Yisroel.

One who has needy relatives should spend half of his Tzedaka on his relatives, and
give the rest to other needy people.
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THE APPROPRIATE MANNER OF GIVING TZEDAKA

Shulchan Aruch: One must give Tzedaka with a cheerful countenance, with joy,
and with generosity. He should empathize with the poor person’s pain, and say
words of solace. If he gave it with an upset expression he loses the merit (of the
Mitzva). If a poor person asks (for money) and one has nothing to give, he should
not berate him or raise his voice, rather he should assuage him verbally, and
express his desire to help him if would be able to.

Rem”a: 1t is forbidden to send him away empty handed, even if he gives him a
dried date (i.e. A nominal gift) as it says “don’t turn away a poor person in shame”

One who gives Tzedaka in a begrudging manner, besides having forfeited any
merit of that Mitzva, has transgressed the prohibition of V’lo Yera Levovcha, your
heart should not feel bad when you give him.

HaGaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky writes that one who does not have money, even in
the bank, is not required to borrow to give the needy who asked for it. However if
he has at home he is required go to his house and get it (or borrow from a friend),
if the poor person is willing to wait for it. If the person is not willing to wait, he
has no obligation to give (and therefore would not be obligated to borrow).

THE EIGHT LEVELS OF GIVING TZEDAKAH

Rambam (Matnas Aniyim 10: 7-12) There are eight levels in giving Tzedaka; each
one is greater than the previous one.

1. The highest level of Tzedaka, is one who supports a Jew who became needy,
and gives him a

gift (Bais Yosef: in the manner that friends give each other gifts) or extends to him
a loan, or

sets up a partnership, or gives him employment, to strengthen his financial
standing, so that he

should not require Tzedaka. About this it says “Vehechezakto Bo”

2. On a lower level is one who gives in a manner that both the donor and the
recipient do not

know each other. Close to this is someone who donates to a public charity fund...

3. On a lower level is where the donor knows who the recipient is, but the
recipient does not know the donor...
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4. On a lower level is where the recipient knows who the donor is but the donor
does not know the recipient...

5. On a lower level is someone who donates prior to the recipient needing to
request it.

6. On a lower level is someone who donates an appropriate amount after the
recipient requested it.

7. On a lower level is someone who donates less than is appropriate, (but does so)
with a cheerful countenance.

8. On a lower level is one who donates with a sad demeanor.

THE MITZVA OF VEHECHEZAKTO BO (AND YOU SHALL SUPPORT
HIM)

The Mitzva of Vehechezakto Bo refers to helping someone find a source of
income: finding him a job; lending him seed money to start a business; hiring
Jewish workers.

THE BENEFITS OF GIVING TZEDAKA
In closing let us quote the words of the Shulchan Aruch:

1) It is a Mitzva to give Tzedaka according to one’s means. Numerous times the
Torah commands us (to give Tzedaka). There is an aveira to ignore this mitzva, as
it says “you shall not harden your heart, and you shall not close your hand...”.
Those who ignore this mitzva are referred to as ‘lawless’, and it is as if he
worships idols...

2) No one ever became poor because they gave to Tzedaka, nor did any bad or
damage come of because of it, as it states “The act of Tzedaka is complete”.

3) Anyone who has pity on the poor, Hashem will have pity on him. Rema: And
one should remember that he himself is dependent on Hashems goodness,
therefore just as he listens to the cry of the poor, so shall Hashem listen to him. It
is inevitable that a person, his son or progeny, will at some point come onto others,
and therefore, as he pitied the poor so will others pity them.

4) Tzedaka prevents evil decrees, and its merit enables sustenance even in the days
of hunger. Rema: And like maaser, some opine that it bestows on the giver the
blessing of riches.
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Note: The Laws of Tzedaka are dealt with at length in the Shulchon Aruch. In order to provide a
basic overview, we have chosen those si’ifim which are integral to understanding the Law, or are
more applicable to a person on a day to day basis. However, it is important that one try also to gain
familiarity with all the Halachos.
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The Laws of Tzedaka

by: Rabbi Ari Marburger

This work is a summary of shiurim given in the Sunday Morning Choshen Mishpat Chaburah of the Monsey
Night Seder. It is intended to provide a review and Mareh Mekomos for the shiurim, and is not intended for
Psak Halacha. Permission for reprint (other than BKN use) should be obtained from the author.

Mitzvah of Tzedaka

Everyone knows that there is a Mitzvah to give Tzedaka'. What is less well known is that
refusing a pauper’s request for help is a violation of the prohibition 7225 nx ynxn x5’
1T NX Y19pNn X9, Even after one has already given enough charity to fulfill his
obligations, turning a pauper away empty-handed is a violation of 0921 77 2'wn Yx°.

According to most Poskim, the above-mentioned prohibition applies only when the
pauper is asking for assistance®. Thus, walking by a pauper who is begging in a shul or on
a street would be prohibited. In contrast, the mere knowledge that there is a pauper
somewhere who requires assistance would not trigger a violation. Many Poskim rule
that receiving a mass-mailing would not create an obligation to donate® (although it is
certainly commendable). However, a Gabbai Tzedaka or messenger sent by the pauper
would create an obligation®.

There is a general rule of M¥Nn N 1VD M¥Na POy, one who is preoccupied with a
mitzvah need not stop in order to fulfill another mitzvah. Therefore, one who is davening
need not give Tzedaka if it would require interrupting his davening.” In contrast, one
would have an obligation to give Tzedaka on his way out of Shul after Davening.

Shulchan %ucﬁ%re/f Qﬁea/fz/,].‘l points cut that the %zwz/f is refeatez[numerqu times in the
Torak. This underscores its importance.

2 jvorim 15:7

3 ézorelf ﬂea”zlry.‘/r according to the explanation of 3/71/1'/9;/ Dovid.
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The exemption of Nm¥na pow generally does not apply while one is learning, and
therefore one would be obligated to interrupt his learning to give charity®.

Definition of a Pauper

A person is entitled to collect charity if he does not have the means to support himself
and his family for one year®. If one’s job'®/income plus his savings will not suffice for the
year, he may collect charity even though he has funds to cover his immediate needs.

4 &mﬁam 3@[}” %mit.zvmr 1}1,tﬁ‘z’nuc/;47’8, &s/fon zzion, r'4§/tdevet '?ft;/ev‘}/y.' 199, ﬂaser {ﬁ&{lﬁ'm rule
that mere Enowfezfje oftfe existence cfa]aau]aer o[fz;jateJ one to Fe{]a,

&{wk}w z'mffz'e.r that one must actuaf{}/ see t/fe]:au]:er.

&Jﬁ[ﬂ hvues 25, &mﬁam mnas %ﬂ{'}/im 72, j;nm] Dinak Sckitak 18, %ujas ?f;ﬁcsem %yrelf
Deak 2 19, Blorack Tzedaka 1 (5) Dereck Fomunak, Even gj&roe/y:yz, Jzedaka Umz’aﬁ}aat 1 (}) rule that

the ob_/z:jration is on/:}/ when tFefaufer aafsfor assistance.
The consensus ofﬁc/{ronz’m seems to accept this Jenient view.

5 Tzeduka umiJ/ZratI (}) %/z’c/fo& t/faim}é quoting &v Chiaim @niev&kj}/ anz[&v %m, Borack
Jzedaka 1 (11) 7uotz'nj &v f/j/a.f/;z'v, m aintain that there is no oﬁfzjjatz'on to reJJaont[to every Jetter. dee
Fowever »Ez'er le:J/;e 492 antf%&/fiv ﬁ[ufac/fa 18 that argue.

6 {pfﬂ:}/uﬁ‘u 2:19, j[;z;zlr/tdz'v ﬁ/;afae/fa/{l $.

7 zﬁerec/f Eomunak &v QI\QJJ (gz/m/fz'ot 66) extends this exemption toJaiJuk‘e}/ dzimrul as well.

See also B orack Tzedaka that &v jZ:JFe Teinstein would feave aJn’fe ofm oney near his
shtender, so that paupers could Felp themselves without disturbing kis davening.

See also Miskna Berurak 92 (3] that it is improper to collect funds during Krias Hatorah. Jri
%atﬁm 132 writes that it is improper to coffect during Chazaras Hashatz.

8 7Fejenera/ru/e is that one must interrupt his /earninj to do a mitzvak when there are no others that can
Jaerf‘orm the mitzvak. y/;erefore, c&v Ghaim féﬂnieveff] %ﬁcﬁo& Ghaim }6) writes that one must interrupt
his fearnz’nj to give Jzedaka.

gee Fowever, t[ut 3”&(7166 %m mej}51, :3/1‘evet %fevy 10157, that one need not z'nterru]at a
Jﬂu[ﬁt fearninj Jez[erfvr a pauper. 369 a[.sv Glfr Zrua 161.

9 %relf Deak 255:1.

ﬁee kowever, 3/1devet ?fiﬁlfev'}/ 2:120 (Ea;ezfon 15}.’1) that tofay, one is Yuaﬁﬁefto accept meJaEa
unless ke kas enough caJaitafto five oﬁit& income ina[eﬁnz’te{}/. %wever, Ghasam 3fer 239 and Dereck
fmunalfy:l} maintain that a person may never coflect more than ke nee:ﬂs’for one year.

10 Jzeduka Umi&/ﬂ}at 2:6.
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If a person owns investments or luxurious personal items, he is obligated to sell them
before accepting public charity™. This includes any family heirlooms. However, if one is
unable to realize the true value of his investments because it is known that he is
desperate, he may accept charity until he is able to sell his assets at their market value®.
The above applies when a person’s assets are sufficient to cover his living expenses for a
year. In contrast, if liquidating all available assets would not generate sufficient funds to
support his family for a year, he would not be obligated to do so (although he would be
limited in the amount of funds that he may accept). Regardless, one is not obligated to
sell his house to avoid accepting charity®.

Under normal circumstances, a pauper may not collect additional funds once he has
received enough to support himself for a year. However, if he is on a fundraising trip, he
may continue collecting until the end of his journey™. In addition, if there is an
anticipated large expense that the pauper will be unable to cover if he waits until the
year, he may begin collecting earlier.®

The above guidelines define when one has the halachic right to accept charity. However,
Chazal teach us that one should go to great lengths to avoid accepting charity'®. One
should accept a job that is beneath his dignity before accepting Tzedaka. Nevertheless,
there are times that a person is obligated to accept Tzedaka. An elderly or infirm person
that refuses to accept charity is compared to a murderer’. If his pride leads him to
endanger his own life to avoid accepting charity, he would presumably risk other

11 %yre/ﬁ Deak 255:1.

12 Zismitations and parameters of this Kalackak are discussed in %reﬁv ;ﬁeaﬁzg}.‘}.

13 Skevet ?f;feVJ notes to 253, %Jef@meti.

14 Yerok Dok Rgmuk 253: 1

15 ﬂerec/f fmuna/fy.‘ 13

16 Yorek Deak 255:1

17 %reﬁ ﬂealfz:;{;:z
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people’s lives as well because of his arrogance. One certainly may not steal or defraud
another in order to avoid accepting charity.

According to most Poskim, one need not support a pauper that has the ability to get a
job and simply refuses to do so*®. However, one must carefully verify that that is truly the
case, and one should not be quick to jump to conclusions®.

If a pauper asks for food, one is obligated to give him?. One may not delay in order to
verify that he is truly a pauper?'. However, if the pauper is collecting for other needs, the
donor is entitled to first verify that the person is indeed a pauper. That being said, if a
person chooses not to do any background checks, he may not avoid giving charity on the
basis that perhaps the person is a fraud®.

Level of support:

The obligation of Tzedaka is not simply to provide the pauper with enough food to keep
him alive. Rather, the Torah obligates us to provide him with all of his needs, 10NN 71

18 &J/ﬂ[am 166, {ﬂggk‘ar ﬂz;/l}vatim 235, zﬁriJ/;ﬂ fven %ezer]l, :7‘2;:'&/:1'\/ j/;afac/fa/fl 8, ﬂz;ao‘e/;
%jzezfagafaje 136 quoting cﬁgv Ghaim Pinchas 3Fein/7_erj.

dee Kowever, cg’orac/: Tzedaka 5 (26) (luctz’nj &v .E/jm.r/fiv that one stiff kas an oﬁfz:yaticn to
support the person s wife and children, since tlre'}/ cannot be forced to suffer for their Fu&ﬁan(['&/f‘atlfer s
bekavior.

Jee also Smak %vuilo, ij; JZ:J‘[E @srelf :ﬁealf{,:}]:/,, ﬁz’vrey 3lfau/7€;&u£oa é7, Borack
melfak‘a‘]qaje 386 Yuctz'nj &v Ghaim Kﬂnz’evo‘fy that write that there is an oﬁ/z;jatz'on to support such
Jaeo]a/e. (see Fowever .ﬁz’iro& j'ZZJ/fe ﬁava (ﬂma 89 fiiurak 1 6)

19 c5@6 fme& I}/ﬂdk‘ov %vrehd cﬁea/tdz,gy note 141, :&j/;evet ?fl;k‘e/;a&ee 5177 that exf/az'n& that oﬁen, a person

who appears to Jz’m]a/}/ be /az}/ ﬂctua/{}/ Juﬂ‘ero"ﬁom Jomeform ofz'//neJJ that z'&freventz'nj him ﬁom

unctioning correctly. Shevet %Ee/ﬁwee concludes that although one must give a pauper when the cause o
J J J J Jaup

kis unemJa/o'}/ment is unclear, one ma(}/jivefn'on't(}/ to ot”er]aau]aers who are c/ear{y unable to support

themselves.

20 %reﬁ lﬁea/f;u;z:zo

21 See Janis 2 Iafor an iffustration oft[efuni&fm ent that Eefaff.f one that Kesitates when a&k‘et[‘for (:/:darz't}/,

22 %ree @Jufo& 68 writes that even when there are reasons to suspect that the :]aaufer’z'er not entitled
to Jzedaka, cne must continue to support kim untif the suspicions are confirmed. t/ﬁ'd'us/fa‘y Harim
Ghosken %/I}at}]ll imffz’e.r this as well.

Dee Fowever, ﬁﬁar&/ﬁz K;Jub_os é8 anzfz;%vne'}/ %Jlff‘e 47101 that argue. %e&umaﬁ{y, zfone Fas
the a[z'/itfy to verlf}/ the paupers credentials but chooses not to do so, alf would agree that there is an
obfigation to give Jzedaka, V"N
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1Y 7oN” WWX. The gemara® relates stories where paupers were given fine wine, a stallion
to ride on, and even a servant to accompany him. As a matter of practice, this concept’s
application is severely limited according to many Poskim:

¢ The pauper is only entitled to the lifestyle that he was originally able to afford,
and not if he lived beyond his means®*. According to some Poskim, it applies only
to a pauper that had been born into wealth”; a pauper of modest upbringing
that upgraded his lifestyle as he became wealthy could not maintain that artificial
standard if he became poor once again.

e 1MDNN "7 applies to food or personal items that refined people may require®,
and to maintaining the pauper’s dignity?’; expensive tablecloths or other luxury
items do not qualify. In addition, it applies only to a ‘normal’ lifestyle.
Extraordinary ‘needs’ would not be subject 1M1onn 1.2

e According to some Poskim, only an old or infirm pauper that is not capable of
changing his lifestyle is entitled to such levels of support; in contrast a young and
healthy pauper is told to reduce his standard of living®.

e A person may only collect charity if he qualifies as a pauper and has sold off most
of his personal belongings. A person that has not done so is not entitled to
charity at all, and can certainly not claim 1110onn 7.

23 Kosubos 684

24 Fuck Haskulchan Yoreh Deak 250: 2

25 HMakiarsha Kesubos 68

26 Tosphos Resubos spa.

27 Kosubos 68 with respect to a stalfion and a servant to run before kim.

28 Skitak ﬂfu[etze& K;Jub_os é9a quotinj m/mz'z[e'}/ &lz—b_ez'nu %naﬁ that a /uacury that 'on{}/ one in a

thousand need’ does not Yua/zf}/. 5;1 contrast, the Z-i'emara cfetzr{}/ states that a pauper that was accustomed to
eating aged wines anszatt] meats is entit/ed to maintain kis /zfest]/e.

29 mz?eree {;&ub_oo‘ é84.
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e According to Mieree, a donor need not provide a pauper with a higher standard
then he himself enjoys.*

* The obligation to provide 110NN 2T is on the public and not on any individual
donor®’. Therefore, an individual donor that is approached is not obligated to
provide the pauper with all of his needs. Rather, he may let others know about
his plight so they can all share the burden.

* The most significant limitation is that, as explained in section “Priority”, the most
pressing needs are given the highest priority for Tzedaka funds®. Therefore,
although a particular pauper may claim a high standard of living, if there are
limited funds, we focus on the other paupers that have more basic needs.
Therefore 1MonNn 7 will only be applied after the basic needs of all paupers are
met, which is unfortunately not very common®,

Priority

We are all faced with endless opportunities to donate charity. An important question is
how does one prioritize between the many worthy causes? Which people or
organizations deserve our focus? The following is a summary of the priority that Halacha
gives to different causes®:

30 @Juﬁo& é8.

31 %yrelf :ﬁealfzt;o:l.
%Wever, z_'ft/:e(puﬁ/ia is unwi//z'nj or unable to donate the appropriate amount, the oﬁfz’jatz’on fa//.r
back on eack individual.

32 %ra/f :ﬁealfzgz:y.

33 z;%notai/e exception is when one z'JJarovz'z[z’nj for Fi&farenter. ;Zveacf/ainez[in section «eﬁz’orilz}/ " a
parent ‘s need comes é_efore otFerJaauJaerJ. ylrerefcre, one is o[/z:jatet[tofrovz'l[e one ’JJaarentJ with their
fu/f]j]Dnn T ieforejivinj cFarity to others. Ghasam 3?](‘87‘ ggrei ﬁea/;zzy.

34 Tkese Falackes are discussed in %yreﬁ eﬁeaﬁzl;l.‘}—y.
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1) One must first provide for himself, his wife, and his young children®*. One should
not give excessive charity if it will deprive his family of their basic needs®.

2) Parents. A person is obligated to support his parents®. It is preferable to support
one’s parents with private non-Tzedaka money®; however if cannot afford to do
so, one may use Tzedaka funds. One is obligated to support his grandparents as
well®,

3) Sons and Daughters. Adult sons and daughters have priority for Tzedaka over
other relatives. Grandchildren have priority as well®.

4) Sisters and brothers.
5) Other relatives.
6) Wife’s relatives.”

7) Paupers that live in your neighborhood®

35 gyre/f cﬁealfzgl.'}. Skack fimits this to children belfow the age ofé. %w‘ever, jjrmr ﬂzz;/fe ggreh‘ eﬁealr
1:143 maintains that to([a}/, there is an oﬁ/tjyatz’on to support children unti/tﬁey are married.

36 ;iz)uc/: %qu/clran c/arz'f‘z'e& that this aJoJa/Z’EJ on/] to one s basic needs. cﬁ‘a(per&cn fives a co mfortab—/e
/zfe&t][e, Ffe is oﬁ/zljatez[tcjz’\/e rEJu/ar cFarz't].

37 cgee (CFﬂJam 3ofer %yre/{ :ﬁea/fzzy that one mthjz've a//of/:io" jjzet[a/(a money tofarent& z'ft/:e'}/ need
7t.

38 %reﬁ iﬁea/fz/,o:g.
Dee Fowever jz/rdarifg,g, ﬁﬁa :ﬁz’no kel Ifomo %37‘8[ ﬂea[l, Shevet ?f;fev'}/ 5:135 that this
restriction does not aff{}/ to Maaser kesafim.

39 Txitz Fhiezer 7:38, Jzedaka Cmiskpot 3 (19}

40 Jzitz ffz’ezer 7:58. Jee also ﬁ&c/{e‘}/ Teshuva

41 g%.rc/fe}/ Teskuva quotes mz;/faram mz’ontzj that a wife ‘s refatives do not kave priority. mz;/faram Liskind
rules that t/fey skould receive 1/} ofw/:at one gives Fis own relatives. See Kowever oruck %w/fu/c/fan
%re/{ ﬁea/;x 51:8 who rules that a Wz:fe ‘s refatives Kave eyuaf]aricrity to one s own relatives.

See afso Tziz Fhiezer 7:38, Shevet %fevy that one's in-Jaws are not treated fike one's o wn

refatives, but do receive Jarioritj ocver unre[atet[]aau]aenf.

42 %uclf %J/fu/c/fan orell eﬁea/fzt;l.‘l woting Jana :ﬁfa f/z aku 27.
7 J b Mads 4
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8) Paupers that live in your city®
9) Paupers from Yerushalayim*
10) Paupers from Eretz Yisroel

11) All other paupers.

Within any given category, a Kohein has priority over a Levi, who has priority over a
Yisroel. However, a Talmud Chacham has priority over even a Kohein®. In addition, a
woman has priority over a man.*

The above priorities are subject to three important limitations:

1) A pauper with greater needs has priority over paupers with lesser needs”. Thus,
if a local pauper has sufficient food but needs clothing, while paupers from
another city do not have food, the paupers from the other city should be given
priority over the local paupers®. This rule has an important exception. Relatives
have priority over unrelated paupers, even though the relative’s needs are less
critical. Thus, one should provide his adult children with all of their needs even
though there are other paupers that have more pressing needs. There is a
dispute among the Poskim as to which relatives are included in this exception®.

43 Yerok Deak 251:5, Shack and Back.
44 ‘Cfasam Cg?fer ggre/f :ﬁeﬂ/:l}}, mgirge‘y %Jef

45 cés/t‘eme‘f/f’ jzetfak‘a}, 7ucteJ£J/ aﬁ&c/f’ey y;r[uva, %uc” ?ft;aﬁ‘ufcﬁ‘an, rule that a foca/]aau]aer Kas

priority over a JaSmud Ghackam ﬁom ancother city. %wever, Ahavas Chesed (97;91'1/ ?ﬁzcﬁe&eli.‘é (Ilr)
eﬁivra'}/ Chaim Ghosken %/{pat 2: 68 write that a JaSmud Ghackam Fasfricrilz}/. Ghackmas %fam 14564 s

unsure.

46 %’reﬁ ﬁeaﬁzgl.‘&
47 %yre” :ﬁeaﬁlgl:]‘

48 %pre[ Deak 251:7, Chasam Sofer %re/: ﬁealf:};;

49 gjanz'm @o& ﬁr&/fad &/1‘.

Page 62



©2014 T"02

2) According to the Chofetz Chaim, a pauper that is capable of obtaining funds
elsewhere should be given lower priority than a pauper who will have a harder
time obtaining funds elsewhere.”®

3) The levels of priority are not meant to be exclusive, and one should not distribute
all of his funds to the highest level of priority>’. Under normal circumstances one
should distribute half of his funds to the highest level, and distribute the rest to
other paupers™.

Amount of charity

We are all surrounded by endless opportunities and requests for charity. Perhaps the
most important question regarding the Tzedaka is how much is a person obligated to
give? Shulchan Aruch® states that there are three levels. A generous person will give
twenty percent of his assets to charity. An average person will give ten percent. Anything

Sfievet %fevy 511545 fimits this to Fousehol/d members on{}/. 5%1 contrast, fmef Skiaila éy9, W;sz'v
%c/fe&et[ 84, cﬁerec/: fmunaﬁ] (101), %‘uc/: %Jﬁu/c/ﬁln, ﬁnc/ﬁz& ﬁg’tzc/ﬁyk‘ 6:101 extend it to all
relatives. dee Ghasam =gcf‘er %ref eﬁea/fz}A; states that a parent is included in this exception, hut in
response 231 fe rufes that one Jﬁouffjive Fa/f‘of[z'qunJJ to such re/utz'veJ, and the other /I‘a‘ff‘to the
paupers with m orefre&.rz'nj needs.

50 sHhavas Chesed 6:3.

?f:&wever, one can argue that this rule is Jaz'tfb:}/ t/feJarz'on't}/ ofa woman over a man. %uc/{
%{J/ﬁtfc/fan states that #‘t/t'e man has a more Jare.st'nj need, a woman does not /I‘ave(]arz'on'ty. This z'mJafz'eJ
that the m ore pressing need that can obtain it efsewhere trumps a fe.m—]aressz’nj need that will Fave more
tﬁfﬁcufty o[taz'nz';nj it? y"31

51 Jee the gjosz'm mentioned in the nextfootnote. c77‘1 addition, %ﬁarﬂm Tiskind 1 o, zi‘z'vaa& ﬁnchdues 64,
%uclf %J/fu/c/fan %vre/f eﬂea/:zgl.'(; alf state that one skould not distribute a//cft/rez'r gjzet[ak‘afuncﬂr to

the sz/fe&t JeveS off}ariorji‘%, but do not give {pecif‘icyuid‘e/’inew.
399 also gjros she %re/f ﬁea/fl:l,glr

52 ;ﬁerec/f Fomunak %nas %m:}/z'm 7 (101,) quoting Ghazon Jsk and Chasam “é%fer, z%vfas &clfef}, gan
?ft;mefec/f]o.

ee Fowever Daas mrafﬁreﬁ :ﬁea/fzgl:} quoting Tana ;ﬁ[ﬂy f/z:}/aﬁdu, %ﬁarslfam 1:32 quoting
Ofir Zarua Tzedaka 22, &I[vaz 4147 (1118) that one skould give a//of/ﬁ'& yjzefafafunz[s to the highest
JeveS of]arz’orz'ty.

53 Yorek Deak 249:1.
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below ten percent is considered stingy>. However, the Chofetz Chaim*> qualifies these
levels and explains that the above guidelines apply only when there are few paupers, or
to a person who cannot easily afford to give larger sums to charity; for him twenty
percent is considered generous, while ten percent is considered average. In contrast,
Chofetz Chaim suggests that a wealthy person who can easily afford to give more would
be obligated to do so. They have a strict obligation to give at least twenty percent, and
should preferably give even more®.

In determining what level of Tzedaka is appropriate for you, one should keep in mind the
words of the Rambam® Sy Ya%5nn prin X1 v 12T X9 ,NpT8n N "ayn DX 'K D21WY
DANT 1% 1NN NXIY 1OV DNON ONNN 92 .DVY NPTEY Apyn M Ky, N
727M RN

Regardless of the Tzedaka ‘bracket’ one is in, the percentage that must be given is a one-
time obligation. Once a person has given the required percentage of his assets or
income, he has no further obligation®® until he earns additional funds, which would then
be subject to the same level®. Nevertheless, one may not turn any pauper away

54 mzc/;aier imf/ie& that aft/ldouj/fﬁe/ow' ten percent is cong’tferez[Jtinj], it is not Jtn’ct{}/for[i([z[en. Dee
Fowever, &ﬁﬁez'nu %rucﬁ‘em, Yuotetfb:}/ ﬁm’& %Jef@rac[ Ghaim §56, that z'm]a/z'eo‘ that there is an
of/z:jatz'on to give at Jeast ten percent. Furthermore, ﬁcﬁaﬁer may be fimited to instances where there are
few paupers, and their needs can be Jﬂtl'eiﬁefiy others.

55 g?/t‘avaa (C/Te,rezflyu, Yuotz'nj (szna/f Qoan, »Et'rfe.}/ %Jef

56 ;?ccorz[inj to Shtelas ﬁzavetz 6, hevet ?ﬁz/evy 2:121, FEven %Jroe/y:yz, @ﬁ/f HMareli on %ru&ﬁa/mz’
gsea/rdl, @J/ﬁ(, there is an cifzjatz'on to give more then 1/5

Hecording to Thavas Chesed 2:20, Chackmas Fedam 14410, Minchas Yitzchok 5:34 ene skould;
but is not oifzjatefto,jz've more than 1/5.

%ccorlfinj to %c/ﬁz& Prtiom 249, c?}rrcs j‘Zo’JFe %re/: rﬁea/fl[,}, Even g}'sroefy:yz exffainz'nj
&mu/ﬁ one may not give more than 1/5

57 HMatnas z;%ne]im 10:2, Shulckan %uc[%re‘” :ﬁeaﬁz/,]:z

58 398 (Z]zro.r %M‘e %re/ﬁ ﬂea/:l!lé}, %ﬂdeﬁ' j!;/l‘Vofume Zfﬂje 1 14 Yuotinj Cﬁazon 35/7, ﬂgure(}/
ggm@?v 656:11 that one should not ernfcof/ective{y more than 1/5 of/ﬁ'.s assets on a[f%zvos

co//ectz've{}/. ;gccorz[inj{}/, c?}fro& ﬂ;h‘e rules that one skould not spend an excessive amount on purchasing
a 3gf‘er Torak since it will crowd out other ﬂzvos.

59 Yorek Deak 249:1.
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completely empty-handed, and must offer him at least something to show that one
commiserates with his plight®.

Even the poorest of poor is obligated to give a minimal amount of charity each year,
equal to a third of a shekel® (approximately % of an ounce of silver®?), which is worth
approximately ten dollars today.

60 %ref cﬁeah~14y:4.

61 %yre/f ﬂeaﬁzl,j:z.

62 Tzedukuk Umi&/::]aat 1 (l}) writes that it is the value of 6.5 grams of sifver. e adds that according to
3FECE one JFou/Jfreferaﬁ{yjive t/:e vafue cf]gjram.f ofsifver.
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Maaser Kesafim

Difference between Tzedaka and Maaser.

Many people have the custom® to give Maaser Kesafim, one tenth of one’s income, to
Tzedaka®. Maaser differs from the classic obligation to give Tzedaka in a number of
ways: 1) Tzedaka is based on needs; one is only obligated to give Tzedaka if there are
paupers that require assistance. In contrast, the custom to separate Maaser applies even
if there are no current needs®. 2) Tzedaka is fulfilled simply by giving money to paupers.
In contrast, many Poskim maintain that one must calculate his exact profits, and
separate precisely one-tenth to properly fulfill the custom of Maaser®. 3) The amount of
Tzedaka one is obligated to give is based on his assets. In contrast, Maaser is based on

63 z';%cconﬁnj to ﬂﬁaram T4 ﬁac/?;; 1, Ohvus ﬁlafov 2:85, Ghaves ﬁm’rlzlw gsna!}/ %Fnalfua 2, Ghelkas
ﬁmk}v 137, Shielas %zavetz 1:6, g%rclre'}/ Teshuva %re/f eﬁeaﬁ}} 1, »Z;'orac/f Jzedaka 2 (5) J‘Z;aeser is a

custom but not a strict cb_fz:jatz'on.

64 Tke concept ofjiza.rer needs exJa/anatz’on. fveryone is oiﬁjateJtOJz've Jzedaka. y:snfercent is the
Jevel ofcﬁarit that a ty]az’ca/fer.ron is exfectet[tojz've. ;ﬁ‘tﬁat is the case, what is the Jz:jvnz:f‘z'cance oft/Te
ﬁnalfj ofﬂi
Jaeoffe use ﬂaserfunzf& tcfufﬁffot[er mitzvos that are not Jtrictf}/ Tzedaka. cgpufer&on is offz:jatet[to
jive one tent/;cf/;z'ei assets to %et{ak‘a rejar([/e.rJ oft/fe custom ofxﬂz;aeier, than anyone ([z'vertz':nj JZHJET
fu;nJJfor other ﬂzzsz will not be fuf][iffinj kis basic ob_fijation of%ecfaEa?

ﬁr”afs the answer is that there is a basic tﬁﬁerence fow the amounts of?fzefafa anfﬂz;a&er are
calculated. 57572:“05 arejenera/{y based on assets- if'a %zvas ;Zre/f will cost a person more than 1/10 or
1/5 Ks’ee mlfna Berurak Orack Chaim 65'6) ofﬁi& net worth, ke is oﬁen not oé_fz:yatez[to do it. ﬁa&er
kowever, is based on income- Zofu/j;'//ﬂa&er correct/] one mustjz've ten percent ofFiJ income, even z_'][‘/:e

aser- it is simply the Fasic requirement of Jzedakal Jo make the question stronger, man
Py 7 7 g Y

a/reaz[] spent virtua/{}/ all of the income before a pauper approacked kim. ﬁtlfz’& is correct, the custom to
give Mﬂser is a tremendous t[umra[—feoffe who JJaen([m ost oft/;eir income as t/;ey earn it would stiff
kave to give ten percent oft/xdez'r income tofu/f\i//j‘Z;aJer, even t/;ouj/f their o[fz;jratz'o:n OfmeJaEﬂ is on{}/
ten percent &r twentyfercent) ofwﬁdat is f9]£t. r;%ccon[inj to this, m o.rtJaeoJafe wi/f&tifffu#i//tﬁeir ten
percent obligation to Jzedaka even if some of kis %aserfun:f& are used for other j‘ﬁzvos‘
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his income®’. 4) Tzedaka applies only to funds given to the poor. In contrast, some people
use Maaser funds for other Mitzvah purposes®.

How to Calculate Maaser

Maaser is taken off net profits. Expenses incurred running a business are deducted
before calculating Maaser. This includes both the direct costs of running a business, plus
additional expenses such as travel, work clothing, etc. However, only costs necessary for
the business may be deducted. A person who buys himself a luxury car that is not
needed for their business would not be able to deduct the expense from his Maaser
calculation, regardless of whether the car is being paid out of a business account®.
Similarly, personal expenses such as gas used for private travel, cannot be deducted from

Maaser calculations.

One may deduct all business taxes before calculating Maaser. Thus, all employee taxes,
sales tax, real estate tax for the business, and any corporate income tax reduces the
profits subject to Maaser. In addition, one may deduct personal income taxes and social
security taxes’. However, sales tax for personal items or real estate taxes on one’s home
cannot be deducted from Maaser according to many Poskim.”

It is often extremely difficult for a business owner to determine the precise amount of
Maaser due. Although the Poskim state that one should separate the exact amount of
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Maaser and should not use estimates’?, when this is not feasible, one may use an
estimate’®.

When calculating Maaser, most Poskim’ permit one to offset losses and profits if they
occur in the same year”™. In other words, if a person’s business earns a profit of
$100,000, but his investments suffer a loss of $20,000, if they occur in the same year,
one would only need to Maaser the net profit of $80,000. However, if one earned a
profit of $100,000 during one year, and then suffered a loss of $20,000 the following
year, he may not ‘claw back’ the Maaser owed; he would be required to give $10,000 of
Maaser for the first years profit, and could not reduce it because of a loss suffered the
following year. Similarly, one who suffers a loss in one year may not ‘carry forward’ the
loss to a subsequent profitable year. The Poskim recommend starting the year from Rosh
Hashanah, since that is when a person’s livelihood is determined’. Nevertheless, one
may use a more convenient year if they wish. As a practical matter, it is often easiest to
use the fiscal or calendar year that your taxes are based on”’.

One is not obligated to Maaser unrealized gains. Thus, if one’s assets appreciate in value,
there is no obligation to Maaser the appreciation until the asset is actually sold.
Furthermore, one is not obligated to Maaser profits until they are actually received. If
one sells on credit, the profit is only realized when the invoices are actually paid’. In
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addition, one need not Maaser profits if the principal is still at risk”. Thus, a speculative
investment that is currently paying out returns would not be considered profits for
Maaser calculations until the original investment is recovered. In contrast, the interest
generated by a secured loan would be Maasered as it is received.

Another common question is how to deal with funds that are reinvested in the business.
It would seem that any funds that are needed to adequately capitalize the business
would not be subject to Maaser. Just like a conventional partner would not have the
right to demand distributions if the profits are required to maintain the business, one
would not be required to make a Maaser distribution either. In contrast, if the profits are
not needed to maintain the business, but are rather kept in the company for tax
purposes or to invest in additional opportunities as they arise, one should take Maaser
immediately. The above presumes that the decision whether to distribute or reinvest the
profits is under your control. However, a passive investor would have no obligation to
Maaser the profits until he has the ability to withdraw the funds. If one directs his
brokerage to reinvest the income or dividends of his portfolio, the profits should be
Maasered.

One is only obligated to give Maaser on real gains. In contrast, gains that are attributable
to inflation do not reflect a true profit, and one need not Maaser them®. A person that
sells his house at a profit may deduct the amount of inflation during the period that he
owned the property. However, some Poskim maintain that one should not use the
official CPI index. Rather, one should calculate the ‘halachic inflation rate’ by comparing
the value of the basic staples that consumers need®. As a matter of practice, this is
extremely difficult, and as mentioned before, one is permitted to estimate his Maaser in
such situations.

One is also permitted to add capital improvements into the cost basis of his house. If a
person buys a house for $100,000, and over the years makes an addition which costs an
additional $75,000, if he then sells the house for $175,000, there is no profit above his
actual cost.
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One who borrows money need not take off Maaser. The loan proceeds are not profit
since they must ultimately be repaid. Therefore, real estate investor that ‘cashes out’ of
his investment need not give Maaser at the time of the loan. Rather, he should give
Maaser as the investment generates income, and may not deduct the mortgage
payment or interest if the loan proceeds went to his personal use.

If one sells his house in order to buy a larger one, one need not Maaser the ‘profit’ on
the first sale. Since it is not a business transaction, and the person is simply using the
equity he built in one home to purchase another, it is not considered realized gains®.
However, an investor that sells one property at a profit and then buys another
investment property must Maaser the profits he made.

Maaser on Gifts and Inheritance

Maaser is not limited to profits generated by business activity. Maaser should be given
from money inherited® and to gifts received®. This hold true even if the donor/testator
took off Maaser from his assets. An exception to this rule is when a person is supporting
a child, and specifies that he does not want the recipient to give Maaser of the funds he
receives. Since the funds are being given for a specific purpose, he may not use the
funds for other purposes. However, if the recipient has other funds generating income,
he must Maaser that income regardless of the wishes of his sponsor®.

There is a dispute as to whether Maaser must be taken from non-monetary gifts. Some
Poskim maintains that one must separate Maaser, based on the value of the item?®.
However, others maintain that the custom is not to Maaser non-monetary gifts®’. The
common practice seems to follow this ruling.
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Uses of Maaser funds

The definition of Tzedaka is supporting the poor. Today, people typically call virtually any
mitzvah performed with money ‘Tzedaka’ and therefore use Maaser funds for a wide
range of activities. As a matter of Halachah, the primary use of Maaser funds should be

to provide for the indigent®

. Using Maaser funds for other mitzvos is subject to a
dispute among the Poskim®. While the custom today is to be lenient and to use Maaser
funds for certain other mitzvos as well, the focus should be on charity for the poor.
Special emphasis should be placed on supporting relatives, and the focus of the
remaining funds should be on supporting torah scholars®. Regardless of the above, a
person that separates one fifth of his income (as per the Mechaber’s recommendation)

may certainly use the second 1/10 for mitzvah purposes®.
Even those that permit using Maaser funds for mitzvos impose the following restrictions:

1) One may not use Maaser funds for a mitzvah that he is obligated to do. Thus, one
may not use Maaser funds to purchase an Esrog or Lulav for himself. In addition,
if one made a pledge to an organization or obligated themselves to support a
son-in-law without intending to use Maaser funds, he would be unable to change
his mind later and use Maaser funds. If however, at the time he made the pledge
his intent was to pay it with Maaser funds, he would be permitted to do so®.
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2) One may not use Maaser funds to purchase an item of real value. It is permitted,
however, to derive tangential benefit from his donation. Thus, one may use
Maaser funds to purchase a kibbid®® (see below). However, if one uses Maaser
funds to attend a dinner, he must subtract the actual benefit he receives from
the dinner meal®. Similarly, one may only use Maaser funds to purchase a raffle
ticket if it has no real value. However, a raffle campaign that sells a limited
amount of tickets and offers an expensive prize may have a real value, which
must be paid for with personal money.”> Some Poskim rule that under all
circumstances, a prize won from tickets purchased with Maaser funds would
belong to Tzedaka.?®

It should be noted that the fact that one may not use Maaser funds for a particular
purpose does not mean that it should be neglected. On the contrary, many of the
mitzvos that are not eligible for Maaser funds have higher priority than the mitzvah of
Maaser. For example, mitzvos that are obligatory would clearly come before Maaser if a
person is unable to fulfill both. In addition, some Poskim rule that supporting a shul is a
greater mitzvah than Tzedaka®”. Therefore, the question of whether Maaser funds can be
used for a specific mitvah is simply a question of whether one must give Maaser above
what he spends for such mitzvos, or whether such expenditures count towards his
Maaser total.

Practical Examples

Supporting children: One may not use Maaser to pay for the living expenses of
children that one is obligated to support. Children under the age of six are definitely
included in this category®. Older children that are living at home should not be

93 Jaz Yorek Deak 245:1

94 Emes Lyaakov Yereh Deak 245.

95 Tzeduka CUmishpat 1:85, Jyros Moske Orack Chaim 4:7.

96 Derech Emunak y Veckad', Even Yisroel 2:62, Chiut Shance Shabbos page 331.

97 %relf ﬁeaﬁz/,y.‘lé,‘ see Fowever f.\Bpiur ?fﬂjrﬂ. 3&9 also %uc” %Jﬁufcfan anfcésﬁevet ?:Fa/eVJ P19y that
7ua/zf}/ this %/ac/faﬁ

98 3Fach~%vre/t~ Deak 2 51:4.



supported with Maaser money according to many Poskim®. Supporting’® a child

that is married is certainly Tzedaka, and one may do so with Maaser funds'®.

Tuition: One is obligated to teach his son Torah. If one is unable to personally teach
them, there is an obligation to hire someone else to do so'®. Because of this
obligation, one may not use Maaser funds to pay for tuition'®. However, in times of
great need, some Poskim'™ permit using Maaser funds to pay for expenses
associated with teaching the child torah shebal peh'®. See however Igros Moshe that
maintains that one has an obligation to send minor children to yeshiva since they
would otherwise be required to attend public school (this argument would apply to
girls tuition as well)!%, Regardless, the portion of tuition that goes to pay for a child’s
food would be governed by the discussion in section “Support”*®’. School expenses
associated with non-mitzvah activities cannot be paid for with Maaser funds under
any circumstances.
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If one sends his child to a more expensive school in order for him to learn better, one
may use Maaser funds for the extra expense (according to the opinions that permit

using Maaser for mitzvah purposes unrelated to charity)'®.

Subsidizing a pauper’s tuition payments is certainly a valid use of Maaser funds.*®

Shul Membership: one may not use Maaser funds to pay for mandatory shul
membership''®. However, if the shul does not require membership, or if one wishes
to make an additional donation, Maaser funds may be used according to the Poskim
that permit doing other Mitzvos with Maaser funds.

Purchasing an Aliyah: One may use Maaser funds to purchase an Aliyah in shul,
provided that he intended to use Maaser funds at the time of the bid. According to
most Poskim, he may only use Maaser funds for the amount he bid above the
previous bidder. The amount that the shul would have received regardless from the
other bidder cannot come out of Maaser funds'*'. Presumably, if the other bidder
also intended to use Maaser funds for his purchase, one may use Maaser funds for
the entire sale amount.

Seforim: Although there was a custom to use Maaser funds to purchase seforim, one
should not do so today*.

Chesed Organizations: Chesed Organizations may not qualify as Tzedaka in the strict
sense. However, as mentioned above, the prevalent custom seems to be to permit
the use of Maaser funds for other Mitzvos, which would include such organizations.
It should also be noted that many chesed organizations provide vital services to
people who cannot afford to pay for them. That is certainly Tzedaka.
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Before One Begins Giving Maaser

As mentioned above, Maaser is not a strict obligation, but rather a custom. However,
once a person accepts upon themselves to give Maaser, or if they gave Maaser three
times without stipulating bli neder, it becomes like a vow and one is obligated to
continue the practice'™. Because of the many differences of opinion mentioned
above, the Poskim advise that before one actually begins the mitzvah, one should
specify that he does not intend to create a Neder to always give Maaser'', and that
when he does give Maaser, he will rely on the various leniencies mentioned above'".

Afterword

The Gemara describes the terrible suffering that Rav Nachum Ish Gam Zu endured
towards the end of his life. He lay on a bed, blind in both eyes, his hands and feet cut off,
and his entire body covered with boils. He explained to his Talmidim that all of his
sufferings were caused by one specific incident; a pauper had once approached him and
asked for help. Rav Nachum Ish Gam Zu immediately agreed, but asked him to wait until
he finished unloading his wagons. But it was too late. The pauper died while waiting for
Rav Nachum to finish his task. Rav Nachum, filled with remorse, prayed that his eyes that
did not pity the eyes of the pauper should be blinded, and that his hands and feet that
disappointed the pauper should be cut off, and that his entire body should be covered
with boils.

This story needs explanation. While we all understand the importance of Tzedaka, the
punishment for a few moments delay seems extreme. Rav Nachum was unaware of the
pauper’s desperation, and did not expect the short delay to have such consequences .To
properly understand this Gemara, we need to reconsider the obligation of Tzedaka.

If a country is conquered in war, the losing general must turn in his medals. If a country
declares bankruptcy, the finance minister must turn in his credentials. These are not
punishments. Rather it reflects that the entire purpose of a general is to protect the
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country; if the war is lost, he has failed in his mission and can no longer continue. A
finance minister’s entire existence is to ensure the fiscal viability of his country- when it
is insolvent he has utterly failed and can no longer serve his nation.

Rav Nachum Ish Gam Zu recognized that the entire existence of a Jew is to help one
another. If a pauper died on his watch, if he failed in his mission to help those that were
less fortunate than him, he felt he could simply not justify his continued enjoyment of
his body. The terrible suffering were not a punishment for a misdeed, rather he felt he
was no longer deserving of the gift of eyesight if he did not use it to empathize properly
with others, and that he was no longer deserving of hands or feet if he had failed in his
mission to use them to help otehrs.

This illustrates the importance of Tzedaka. It is not simply another Mitzvah. Rather it
reflects that the mission and purpose of each Jew to help one another.

In Talmud Yerushalmi, the word Mitzvah means Tzedaka. The Tanyah explains that when
a person performs a mitzvah, it brings kedusha and sanctifies the particular limb with
which the mitzvah was done. Tzedaka is performed by giving away funds that were
earned "9X nyr], through the toil and sweat of one’s entire body. Consequently, the
mitzvah brings kedusha to the entire donor, and its effect is not limited to one particular
limb.

What emerges is that Tzedaka is a Mitzvah that literally defines a person. If done
correctly, it infuses Kedusha and meaning into his one’s entire day, and transforms one’s
job from simply a career, into a vehicle of N NMAay'. There is no denying the difficulty of
giving the appropriate amount of Tzedaka. Our living expenses have been skyrocketing,
and the cost of raising a family is certainly a heavy burden. Yet, we need to recognize the
importance of Tzedaka, and how it is a middah that has defined the Jewish nation for
millenniums. In the Zechus of the Mitzvah of Tzedaka we should all merit bracha and
hatzlacha in all our endeavors.
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